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Environmental 
Planning and 
Permitting 
Update

 Draft EIR: DWR’s Draft EIR public review and comment 
period closed on December 16, 2022

 About 700 unique letters received, totaling about 21,000 
pages and including about 4,500 individual comments

 Currently cataloguing all comments and preparing to review 
and respond

 Final EIR expected toward the end of 2023

 State and Federal Endangered Species Acts: Anticipate 
starting the formal consultation process with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, National Marine Fisheries 
Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service in 2023

 State Water Resources Control Board: Expect to submit 
petition for a change in point of diversion in early 2023

 Draft EIS: US Army Corps of Engineer’s Draft EIS available for 
public review and comment through March 16, 2023



Adapting to 
Climate 
Change

Global climate models forecast a range of future 
scenarios

 Changes in projected annual runoff (from -32% to +47%)

 More precipitation falling as rain instead of snow in 
winter months

 More extreme drought and flood cycles

 Flashier storms (pockets of intense precipitation 
scattered within dry stretches)



Effects on 
Water 
Management

Effects on Water Management
 Existing facilities designed to capture 

water based on historic climate patterns
 Snow in mountains and rain in valley
 Snow functioned as additional storage, 

delaying water from flowing as snowmelt 
until late spring

 Historical pattern of accumulating 
snowpack followed by slower snowmelt 
and more stable streamflow is the basis for 
typical water and flood management



More rain, 
less snow

What happens if climate change causes more 
precipitation to fall as rain instead of snow in the winter 
months?

 Majority of flow into reservoirs and the Delta would be 
expected to be in the winter instead of spring

 This increased flow during the winter cannot be 
captured and moved 

 Flood protection
 Flow, fishery and water quality requirements

 Reservoirs would not be able to capture this water

 Existing Delta facilities would not be able to move this 
water



Conceptual 
Diversions



How would 
the Delta 
Conveyance 
Project Help?

7

 Adding intakes in the north Delta would allow the 
capture and movement of water in the winter that 
would otherwise be unavailable

 North Delta intakes would add capacity to safely divert 
in the winter during high flow conditions, while meeting 
water quality and species protections



Conceptual 
Benefit



Questions?
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