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Purpose

DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL

A California State Agency

 The Council's 2019 Five-Year Review of
the Delta Plan...

- |dentified EJ as a key emerging issue.

- Recommended that staff prepare an
issue paper "to investigate the
potential need for additional
strategies or responses within the
Delta Plan to address disadvantaged
communities and EJ.”

Five-Year Review of the Delta Plan
October 2019




Environmental Justice (EJ)

« The fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to
the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental
laws, regulations, and policies. (Gov. Code, § 65040.12, subd. (e)).

Impacted communities are represented
in the decision-making process

Representation

Planning processes and decision-making
are fair, transparent, accessible, and
provide opportunities for impacted
communities to participate

ENVIRONMENTAL
JUSTICE

Environmental benefits and impacts are
e ) distributed equitably and/or mitigated
Distribution so that no one community bears a
disproportionate burden




Objectives of EJ Issue Paper

Build a network of community leaders and organizations to
inform and support the Council's EJ work;

| Identify environmental justice issues impacting communities
,‘,ﬂﬁ in and around the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta; and

ei'.? Identify options to address those issues.




Progress to date
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Expert Group

- Barbara Barrigan-Parilla, - Matt Holmes,
Restore the Delta Little Manila Rising

* Bob Erlenbusch,  Sherri Norris,
Sacramento Regional Coalition California Indian

to End Homelessness Environmental Alliance




Identifying EJ
Issues in the
Delta

(Word cloud of Delta EJ issues
from interviews)
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Public Comment Analysis

Representational Justice Procedural Justice Distributive Justice

Climate change impacts
Cultural resources
Drinking water supply
Flood risk

Food access

Harmful algal blooms
Human right to water

Delta towns/ communities

Disadvantaged communities

(DACSs) Language access

EJ communities Meaningful involvement Job access

Terminology Meeting support :

Tribal sovereignty Transparency Levee investments
Public health

Vulnerable communities Subsistence fishing

Tribal cultural resources
Urban development
Water affordability
Water quality




Seminar Series with EJ Scholars

Environmental Justice Brown Bag Seminar: Reforms in Government - October 20, 2021

California’s drinking water crisis FROM THE s
INSIDE OUT . :I:he;_e EI_ refor_ms fgf:g many cor!str_ai_nts,_

More than 850,000 Californian’s without i‘;‘.(:'
access to qun drinkinn watar ac nf il %

* REPRESENTATIONAL
JUSTICE

Of the 288
served by, 65% are serving DAC and
SDAC communities.

... WATER JUSTIC E

~2 millions residents on unregulated
water systems of unknown quality

Dr. Kristen Dobbin (UC Berkeley) & Laurel Firestone
(State Water Board)

Results: Inscribing Risk, Race, and Class, |
Pre-1970s

E " FLOODING

Digitized

Stockton HOLC —\e
Residential U S I I ‘ E =< :
Security Survey 1 A
\
<, A"

ATHSNE TDIE
'INDIGENOUS

JUSTICE

Map, 1938
(Liévanos
2019:237).

AUGUST 2021

Dr. Kyle Whyte (U. Michigan) Dr. Raoul Lievanos (U. Oregon)
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Stockton Environmental Justice Initiative (CalEPA)



Overview of Interviews

« 22 interviews with E} and community-based organizations
- Targeted issue diversity and regional geographic coverage

Interviewees' focus areas:

General E

Water

Public health

Jobs/ workforce
training/ education

Housing &
unhoused
communities
Basic services
(healthcare, food,
housing)

Latino/a advocacy
Outdoor/ recreation
access

Tribes & indigenous
groups

Disability justice
Local service
providers

Geographic coverage of interviewees:

Interior Delta (n = 2)
Sacramento (n =4)
Stockton (n = 6)

Contra Costa County (n =4)
Bay Area (n = 3)

Statewide (n = 3)



Feelings of
Safety and Access/io ancestral
Waterfront Belonging lands

EJ issues from Interviews

“Everything is
connected. When you
change one thing, it will
change another. We

must use that
intersection to build
[broader] community
with groups that are not
explicitly focused on
the issue at hand.”

Flood insurance

Tribal sovereignty

Hught
Harmful algal td Y &

Consultation
blooms

ous

Water quality 48
& Subsistence
praciices

In-delta flows
Food access

Food securi
Infrastructure py

Conveyance

Housing affordability

Levee investments Flooding

Housing & Homelessness -
Access to sanitation

Land use planning

Pollution & ..
Subsidence Public Health Public transit
Heat, smoke, -

drought

Disaster preparedness ;
Toxics

Carbgn capture air quality
and sequestration

(Systems map showing EJ issues and
interconnectivity, as identified by interviewees)




Feelings of

Safety and Access/io ancestral
Waterfront Belonging lands
access

EJ issues from Interviews

Hught
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“Everything is In-délta flows

connected. When you
change one thing, it will
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Representational Justice: Communities Impacted by EJ
Issues in the Delta

= SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities
{ 2022 (Census Tracts and Tribal Areas)
« Minority communities/communities 5
of people of color R
»  Low-income communities
« Tribes and Indigenous communities A ; o f
* Immigrant communities ' |
- Undocumented immigrants e
« Unhoused communities S A ol
. N d o
» Food insecure communities SENeE | -
. 3 : : ] .%‘_sau Livermore : —= L3
* Youth (youth at risk, foster youth) e 2N
) SB 535 Disadvantaged Communities: MAN .
+ Elders/seniors Census Tracts & Tribal Areas (CalEPA, s © e [ P
e e 2022) (e | —
« People with disabilities e
« LGBTQ+ CEC O o)
) = Vylnerability
« Delta legacy town residents a [ 1 voceme
¢ = | Il 2 High
T oo ' K im0 3. Highes!

v

Social Vulnerability to Climate Change in the Delta (Delta Adapts, 2021)




Procedural Justice: Fairness, Transparency & Accessibility
of Decision-Making Processes

Trust barrier

Technical
knowledge
barrier

Capacity
barriers

* Disenfranchisement &

distrust

* “Box-checking”

« Unfamiliarity with issues
» Technocratic approaches

* Meeting time/ location/

technology requirements

* Time limitations
* Financial hardship

“There’s so many agencies that
want to help but it’s a lot of /ip
service or they just disappear.
You can only have so many
meetings before you think, “when
Is something tangible actually
going to happen?”

“Meet people where they are.
Address immediate issues [first],
before people can care about
bigger picture/longer-term issues.
Bring together people that have
trusted relationships with
residents and trained organizers.”




Distributive Justice: Water

Water supply:

« Water rights priority system “...[\We] send water away from the
. Insufficient in-Delta flows Delta, while communities in the
- Impacts versus benefits of Conveyance Delta...[have] water barely above

acceptable standards for
. drinking.”
Water quality: &
« Agricultural pollution and industrial contaminants
« Harmful algal blooms

« Poor groundwater quality

“A day will come when water is
the highest cost commodity.
Water affordability: Those who can afford it will, and
« Water rates & rate structures those who can't will get

 Insufficient funding for water systems to address substanaard water to arink.
concerns




Human Right to Water Violations

in the Delta

« Across 5 Delta counties, 99
Community Water Systems,
serving 188,000 people are
failing, at risk or potentially at
risk of failing HR2W standards:

« 19 systems (89,000 people)
failing

« 39 systems (37,000 people) at
risk of failing

« 41 systems (62,000 people)
potential at risk of failing

riIavel vinie

oedtang e SAFER Status
.. B Failing
® Sacramento At-Risk
é EI@'_WE B Potentially At-Risk
vgRville :
Napa ’
= L ® Galt
ORFL
Vallejo o 9 o
H - . .
.Anticn.h S ?-
. & toc ‘
. : P e
NCcisco, Mﬁﬁeca
' San'Ramon ° ®
- . ’

'.. Modesto
n M :

CA Drinking Water Needs Assessment (SWRCB, updated May 2022)




EXPERT PERSPECTIVE:
Restore the Delta



Distributive justice: Pollution exposure & public health
inequities

 Historic redlining and present-day land
use planning resulting in
disproportionate exposure to
environmental harms

“Everything in Ef Is
Intersectional -
affordable housing,

+ Long-term, generational health impacts vulnerable
due to pollution exposure, lack of communities, public
access to health services, public health, air pollution,
transport, & healthy food nequity.”




Redlining Histories and Cu

mulative Pollution Burden in the Delta
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EXPERT PERSPECTIVE:
Little Manila Rising



Stockton’s Little M anlla

Margmahzat Resﬂlence & Renaissance




Amazon Fulfillment Center
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Distribution of Monitors
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Primary Pollutant
This pollutant currently has the highest AQIL in the area.
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Community Air Monitoring Plan

11D AIR QUALITY SENSOR

,ww purpleair.com

<ll“llilllﬂ\\\ﬂ\\\\\\\\l\\ \\\\\\\U

THE HOMESTEAD

KENNEDY

ORTEBA

Stockton Berkeley



Little Manila &gk

* Follow us on Social

Media
@littlemanilastockton
#StocktonSkywatch




Skywatch Elements

Unaffiliated
Gatnolic Charities

76 54 E‘)I"I Air Monitoring

/’ S AR Co-Location lob training & Academic Partnerships
Resident Host Biomonitoring

78 Behavioral Interventions

Electrification Equity Advocacy
Policy Watchdog

Community Air Monitoring

A Remote Sensor Network of Purple Air particulate sensors will form the backbone of our air quality (AQ)work by
n)unituring the air we breath, bluck—by—b]uck and in real time to inform residents. CIJITI:I]dy Central California
Asthma Collaborarive has provided 12 initial monirors rhar are collecting baseline and reference dara. There are

currently (6) calibrated sensors online and live at PurpleAir.org, (6) more are slared for key emission sources.

Skywatch Elements

Job Training & Academic Partnerships

In partnership with UC Mereed and the CA Department of Justice, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

MERCED

Dﬁplc)\_'nlﬁnl of the sensors will allow us to dc\‘cloP an Environmental Mnni[oring career

Lirrtle Manila Rising will deploy an additional 70 remote sensors

across South Stockton as part of a larger (150) sensor array

stretching South along the I-5 & 99 corridors to characterize
Transportation Related Air Pollution (TR APS).

pathway that bridges the public health, technology and utility sectors so that we can create

meaningful and lasting jobs that serve and protect our communities.

Biomonitoring
0 E H H A The California Office of Environmental Health Hazards

EaiitoraluOMics ol Exilron el Assessments (OEHHA) is partnering with Little Manila Rising to

Health Hazard Assessment facilitate a “Biomonitoring” study in a South Stockton

Elclntnlar}' School. B&'ﬂmanfrc)n'nﬁ entails comparative urine
analyses that demonstrate the benefits of designing air filtration in schools with scientific control measures that
assure both the sufficient freih air intake mandared by AB 841 and which mitigates the chronic air pollution in our

ABe617 defined study area.

Skywatch Elements

Behavioral Intervention
Partnering with Central Valley Air Qualicy Coalition (CVAQ) to distribure Wildfire bﬂ
“Protect Yourself” information and N5 masks to “hard to reach™ migrant farm workers.
We're delivering personal protective equeipment and know yowr rights information so thar

farm workers can protect themselves when their employers fail to do so.

Electrical Vehicle Equity
Personal Cars ~ Little Manila Rising is partnering with the Central California
Asthma Collaborative (CCAC) on their Electrical Vehicle (EV) Equity program. We

are Integrating public information from the Eevee Equity program into our existing

Ourreach and engagement programs ro help identify underserved communities who

are disprupurtiunauﬂ'lv irnpacu:d b}' transportation burdens. Man}' of our nr:igl:bors

are already cligi ble for existing i'unding |:hr|:rugh the state, the automobile retail

CLEAN VEHICLE industry and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollurion Conrrol District to ensure thar our

residents are not left behind during the electrical vehicle Revolution.

Electric Buesses ~ LM R has been retained by the World Resources Institute to oy P WORLD
co—dcsign their technical assistance strategy and to st 1ape their advocaey work around RESOURCES
the global transition to electric bussing using Stockton as a case study community. ¢ INSTITUTE

Skywatch Elements
Policy Reform

Lirtle Manila Rising’s role on the Stockton AB617 Community Steering Commirttee has established us as a leading

voice around environmental justice, rcgiurlai air qua]it}', and statewide climate L’}lzngc })011'(_':,'.

Delta Stewardship Council (DSC) - Environmental [ustice Policy Statement Delta
Building on our successful rollout of the DSC : Climnate Vulnerability Assessment ~— Stewardship
this past spring, we have been engaged to help draft a policy statement to ensure Council

vulnerable communities in the Delta region become valued stakeholders.

CARB’s AB617 - Sowth Srockron Community Emisions Reduction Plan (CERP)
With the CERP Illlpiclntntaticn Phase undtr\«'a}' we chair mul r_iplc subcommittees to
maintain guardrails in the implementation of AB617 to ensure that our hard-won victories

are delivered as promised by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District.

CARB’s AB32 - Environmental Justice Advisory Committee (E]JAC)
Executive Director Dillon Delvo was nominated and appointed to EJAC who has

statutory authoril}- to approve or reject the State of California Carbon Newirality

Seoping Plan. This statewide policy has major implications for Stockton as the plan not
o b Caop and Trade
only calls for nature based solutions, and emissions reductions, it also hopcs to accelerate Dollars of Work

carbon neutrality by burying massive CO2 Emissions 4,000 Feer under the Dielra.




Stockton’s Little Manila

Marginalization, Resilience, & Renaissance




Distributive Justice: Housing Injustices & Unhoused
Communities

- Unaffordable housing and necessities

“Lack of shelters and
- Lack of sanitation resources led to health hazards affordable housing... spill
and impact water quality for unhoused neighbors over into lack of sanitation,
water gquality, and public
health issues. Thousands of
« Unhoused communities blamed for people [sleep] outside and
starting fires, led to air quality and safety concerns [the government] is not

being proactive on the
[ssue.”

« Encampments near levees pose safety risk from
flood risk, also access concern during emergencies




Increasing Unhoused Population in Sacramento County

500 « Early 2022 survey estimated
9,278 individuals experiencing
homelessness throughout
Sacramento County

* 67% increase in nightly
homelessness since the last

_ survey count in 2019

« Highest estimate on record of

2018 217 21 2022 unhoused individuals per capita

Sheltered  mmmUsheltered  ==s=Overall Homeless |n Sacramento County

6,000 6,664

4,000

2,000

Estimates of unhoused individuals in Sacramento County 2015-2022
(“Homelessness in Sacramento County 2022 Report”, CSUS)



EXPERT PERSPECTIVE:
Sacramento Regional Coalition to
End Homelessness



Indigenous & Tribal injustices

 Lack of recognition of tribal
sovereignty, preservation, and Traditional

Knowledge
“This has become
- Marginalization and exclusion from decision- agencies telling the
making processes and inadequate Tribes what they intend
Tribal Consultation to do, but not providing
opportunity for free and
- Disproportionate exposure to environmental prior mermed consent’to
hazards- water contamination, heat, air and the action”

noise pollution




Indigenous Ancestral Lands in the Delta
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EXPERT PERSPECTIVE:
California Indian Environmental
Alliance



Key Takeaways

- E) issues in the Delta are wide-reaching, encompassing topics very familiar to the
Council, and areas traditionally outside of the Council's scope

- EJ issues are extremely interconnected; thus directions forward will need to be
innovative, collaborative and multi-scale

- EJ action is needed on multiple fronts: government-community relations, public
engagement, research, environmental monitoring and data collection in overburdened
communities, analysis of policy options, planning, regulation, enforcement

- E) organizations were happy to share their experiences and expertise and pleased
to see Council's efforts starting with listening to communities

“We need champions to push for change from within the system.”




Next Steps and Timeline




Thank you

Connect with us

y @DeltaCouncil

Scan the QR code

to subscribe to our : :
listserv @deltastewardshipcouncil
m Delta Stewardship Council
I I Deltacouncil.ca.gov
| | n @deltastewardshipcouncil
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