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01. Background



Background

• Both project levees and non-project 
levees are located in the Delta

• Many State programs provide 
financial assistance to maintain and 
improve Delta levees

• No comprehensive strategy to 
prioritize levee investments



Delta Reform Act 
Wat. Code Sec. 85306

“The council, in consultation 
with the Central Valley Flood 
Protection Board, shall 
recommend in the Delta Plan 
priorities for state investment in 
levee operation, maintenance, 
and improvements in the Delta, 
including both levees that are 
part of the State Plan of Flood 
Control and nonproject levees.”   



02.
DLIS 
DEVELOPMENT 
PROCESS



DLIS Process

• In 2014 Council began formulating a comprehensive method to analyze State 
interests and risks in the Delta

o State interests

▪ risk to public safety, property, infrastructure

▪ water supply reliability

▪ Delta ecosystem

▪ unique Delta as Place attributes

o Risk

▪ probability x consequences

▪ Decision support tool (DST) to support deliberations

• Prioritization: Very-High, High, and Other 



DLIS Process – Key Milestones

• State Investment in Delta Levees: Key Issues (2014) 

• Delta Flood Management Investment Strategy Principles (2015) 

• Independent Scientific Review Panel Report (2015) 

• DLIS Risk Analysis Methodology Report (2017)

• DLIS Delta Plan Amendment (April 2018) 

• DWR Publishes New 2017 LiDAR ( June 2019) 

• Council Initiates Rulemaking for Policy RR P1 ( July 2019)

• Council Withdraws from Rulemaking (March 2020)



03 RISK ANALYSIS .
UPDATE



Key Data Changes

• Updates to Delta 
topography using 2017 
LiDAR data

• Updates to hydrologic data 
using new information 
from Delta Adapts

• Updates to fragility curves 
to reflect current levee 
geometry



Changes to Risk Between DLIS 2018 and DLIS 2021

• Risk to Life (EAF)

• Risk to Property (EAD)

• Risk to Habitat (Acres Flooded/Year)

• Risk to Water Supply



Changes to Risk Between DLIS 2018 and DLIS 2021 Cont.

• Risk to Delta as Place 

o Prime Farmland 

o Legacy Towns 

o Public Roadways 



Changes to Island and Tract Priorities

• Very High 
Priority Islands 
and Tracts

• High Priority 
Islands and 
Tracts

• Other Priority 
Islands and 
Tracts *
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New Considerations

• Climate Change 

o Delta Adapts provides a 
better understanding of 
flood risk into the 
future

o Adaptation Strategy will 
inform future DLIS 
updates



Social Vulnerability



Social Vulnerability



MODIFIED 
PRELIMINARY 

04. STAFF DRAFT 
REGULATORY 
LANGUAGE



Overview of Suggested Staff Revisions

• Proposed Definitions 

• DLIS Priorities

• DWR Reporting Requirements 



05 CEQA.
CONSIDERATIONS



California Environmental Quality Act 

• Council is preparing an Addendum to Delta Plan 

Amendments Program EIR

• Staff will present Addendum to Council for approval prior 

to seeking direction to reinitiate Rulemaking for Delta Plan 

Policy RR P1



06. NEXT STEPS
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