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From: Kimberly Kielak
To: Delta Council Delta Plan Comments
Cc: mmckubota@aol.com
Subject: Re: Dangerous health hazards in the Delta Waterways caused by low water levels
Date: Monday, June 04, 2012 10:50:00 AM


CRAIG M. WILSON, Office of Delta Watermaster


P.O. Box 100


Sacramento, California  95812-0100


 


Re:  Dangerous health hazards in the Delta Waterways caused by low water levels


 


Dear Mr. Glover,


                I am writing to you today to appeal to you in your assistance with a cause that I know personally affects us
both.  I live in Antioch near the Dow Wetlands Preserve, just a few minutes away from the Antioch Bridge.  I was
born in Pittsburg and lived in this area my whole life-since 1968, residing in Antioch since 1990.  I am a very
dedicated and active member of my community and feel that there are two kinds of people:  those who complain
and those who work to change things.  I think we are both the type to work to make effective change for California
and the Delta Waterways ecosystem.  I am very impressed by the work you have already done in this kind of area,
and you were the first person I thought of to be an invaluable asset to the team working for change.   I have been
able to observe environmental changes and appreciate our local wetlands since it opened.  As I’m sure you already
know,     “A healthy Delta requires sufficient water supply of good quality; and a habitat for healthy populations of
fish and other native aquatic, terrestrial and avian species, both migratory and year-round.”  
(http://www.dow.com/pittsburg/wetland/index.htm) (http://www.epa.gov/sfbaydelta/)


 


The site contains quite a diversity of habitat types which include estuarine tidal marsh, seasonal wet
meadows, savannah, emergent marsh, forested fringe and scrub shrub.  There are 220 acres actively managed for
wildlife, and the site serves as a nature preserve and environmental buffer zone.   (The Dow Chemical Company
webpage. http://www.wildlifehc.org/awards/the-dow-chemical-company-3/)  The state of California has been
taking water from the San Francisco Delta Waterways and reservoirs for use in the rest of the state for years.  All
indicators show that the health of the Delta is in significant decline, and “the amount of exports are at least partially
responsible for the recent ecosystem collapse”.   (http://www.dow.com/pittsburg/wetland/index.htm)   The
migration of the salt water/fresh water interface eastward, due to reduced outflows, will impact municipal and
industrial water intakes and habitat.   The most important wildlife habitat located along the shoreline is between the
river and the railroad tracks.  This area which is seasonally tidal, scrub-shrub palustrine and emergent palustrine
has no rare or endangered wildlife species to have been observed or reported there. 
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We need to push to get legislation to protect the Delta Waterways and Wetlands habitats before it is too
late.  The damage has been done, but we can reduce the damage and hopefully bring them back to a healthy state. 
We need to require a guarantee of adequate flows for a healthy Delta.  (Contra Costa County Delta Water Platform;
August 19, 2008.  http://www.co.contra-costa.ca.us/DocumentView.aspx?DID=2273)  I implore you to help me in
my cause to ensure that not only our generation, but future generations are able to enjoy the very unique Wetlands
and wildlife we have here on the Delta.


 


                                                                                                Sincerely,


                                                                                                Kimberly Kielak, Taxpayer, Mother and
registered voter.


                                                                                Delta Youth Soccer League, Board of
Directors Treasurer
                                                                                Alternate email:  DyslTreasurer@gmail.com
                                                                                Cell/Text:(925) 698-2327
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