
From: Deirdre Des Jardins <ddj@cah2oresearch.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2023 4:29 PM 
To: Delta Council ISB <DeltaCouncilISB@deltacouncil.ca.gov> 

 
Subject: 2023 California flooding -- some background 

From yours truly:  Analysis: Proposed state investments inadequate to address 
increase in catastrophic flood risk – California Water Research 
(cah2oresearch.com)   
This blog post urges the state to do scenario analyses for extreme flooding, stating: 

The inconvenient truth is that state and federal investments in flood risk reduction 
are utterly failing to keep up with the nonlinear increase in flood risk due to climate 
change. European researchers looked at changes in daily rainfall records and found 
that the frequency has "started to deviate significantly and increasingly from that of 
a stationary climate" since about 1990 (Robinson et. al. 2021).   

From the Center for Western Weather and Water Extremes: The West Braces 
for the Most Epic Snowmelt in 40 Years - Scientific American 

Chad Hecht, a meteorologist with the Center for Western Weather and Water 
Extremes in San Diego says that this year could "possibly be like 1983, when the 
average statewide snow water content was 60.3 inches in May. 
That was a rough year, with flooding and mudslides in several parts of the West and 
extensive crop damage."  
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From flood historian John Austin, Floods and Droughts of the Tulare Lake Basin -- 
inflows to Tulare Lake in 19 wettest years. (It doesn't show the inflow to the lake in 
1997, when 57,000 acres flooded. 

http://orangecoveid.org/Web%20Page/MATERIAL/Floods-Droughts-Tulare-Lake-Basin_JAustin_20130109.pdf


 

From the Public Policy Institute of California interview with Lois Henry: The Toll 
of the San Joaquin Valley Floods: “It’s Not Pretty” - Public Policy Institute of California 
(ppic.org) 

Center for Watershed Sciences on restoring Tulare Lake as an adaptation to 
increased flooding 

Peter Moyle. Lake Tulare (and its fishes) shall rise again | California 
WaterBlog. Moyle wrote,  

as the lake arises again, the same question persists: why is it legal to drain Tulare 
Lake for private gain? And shouldn’t the descendants of the Yokuts bands who had 
their lake and lands stolen from them have something say about what happens to 
their ancestral home? Is Nature is telling us that a new Lake Tulare paradigm is 
needed, featuring the return of the lake to a more natural ecosystem? 

Jay Lund. Tulare Basin and Lake – 2023 and their future | California WaterBlog  

--  
Deirdre Des Jardins 
California Water Research 
Integrative scientific synthesis 
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"We aren’t just failing to address the growing climate crisis to come; we’re 
unprepared even for the impacts already here—in part because they keep 
surprising us with their intensity and in part because we can’t seem to fathom our 
genuine vulnerability.” – David Wallace Wells 
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