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Delta Stewardship Council: January 2020 Legislative Report 
Priority Bills of Interest 

AB 137 (Cooper - D)   Facilities of the State Plan of Flood Control. 

Introduced: 12/7/2018 

Last Amend: 7/11/2019 

Status: 8/30/2019-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. 
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/12/2019)(May be acted upon Jan 2020) 

Location: 8/30/2019-S. 2 YEAR 

Summary: Would prohibit a person from concealing, defacing, destroying, modifying, 
using, occupying, cutting, altering, or physically or visually obstructing any levee along a 
river or bypass at any of those specified places, any levee forming part of any flood 
control plan, or any other facility of the State Plan of Flood Control, including, but not 
limited to, any and all associated rights of way, without permission of the board. By 
expanding the behavior that would be punishable as a misdemeanor, the bill would 
impose a state-mandated local program. 

AB 352 (E. Garcia - D) Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought 
Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020 

Introduced: 2/4/2019 

Last Amend: 8/14/2019 

Status: 8/14/2019-From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-
refer to committee. Read second time, amended, and re-referred to Com. on EQ. 

Location: 8/14/2019-S. E.Q. 

Summary: Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought 
Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if approved by the voters, 
would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $3,920,000,000 pursuant to the 
State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a wildlife prevention, safe drinking water, 
drought preparation, and flood protection program. The bill would provide for the 
submission of these provisions to the voters at the November 3, 2020, statewide 
general election. The bill would provide that its provisions are severable. 
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AB 409 (Limón - D)   Climate change: agriculture: Agricultural Climate Adaptation 
Tools Program: grants. 

Introduced: 2/7/2019 

Last Amend: 8/12/2019 

Status: 8/30/2019-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. 
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/19/2019)(May be acted upon Jan 2020) 

Location: 8/30/2019-S. 2 YEAR 

Summary: Would require the Strategic Growth Council to provide guidance in the 
development of, and to coordinate the activities of member agencies of the council for, a 
grant program, known as the Agricultural Climate Adaptation Tools Program, as 
specified, to provide funding for activities that include development of specified planning 
tools, to be available in the public domain, for adapting to climate change and 
developing resiliency strategies in the agricultural sector, using the best available 
science, as specified. The bill would require the Department of Food and Agriculture to 
administer the program for the disbursement of grants. 

AB 839 (Mullin - D)   Climate adaptation strategy: strategic resiliency framework: 
Resiliency through Adaptation, Economic Vitality, and Equity Account. 

Introduced: 2/20/2019 

Last Amend: 6/26/2019 

Status: 8/30/2019-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. 
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/12/2019)(May be acted upon Jan 2020) 

Location: 8/30/2019-S. 2 YEAR 

Summary: Current law requires the Natural Resources Agency to update every 3 years 
the state’s climate adaptation strategy, known as the Safeguarding California Plan, to 
identify vulnerabilities to climate change by sectors and priority actions needed to 
reduce the risks in those sectors. This bill would require the Secretary of the Natural 
Resources Agency, on or before July 1, 2021, to review the plan and develop a 
strategic resiliency framework, as specified. The bill would require updates to the plan to 
include, among other things, a review of the progress made implementing past plans 
and an evaluation of each lead agency’s lead adaptation efforts, as well as a detailed 
description of the framework developed by the secretary.  
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AB 933 (Petrie-Norris - D)   Ecosystem resilience: watershed protection: 
watershed coordinators. 

Introduced: 2/20/2019 

Last Amend: 7/11/2019 

Status: 8/30/2019-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. 
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/12/2019)(May be acted upon Jan 2020) 

Location: 8/30/2019-S. 2 YEAR 

Summary: Would authorize the Department of Conservation, to the extent funds are 
available, to establish and administer the Ecosystem Resilience Program to fund 
watershed coordinator positions, as provided, and other necessary costs, throughout 
the state for the purpose of achieving specified goals, including the goal to develop and 
implement watershed improvement plans, and other plans to enhance the natural 
functions of a watershed, aligned with multiple statewide and regional objectives across 
distinct bioregions. The bill would require the department to develop performance 
measures and accountability controls to track progress and outcomes of all watershed 
coordinator grants. 

AB 1415 (Friedman - D)   Department of Water Resources: reporting 
requirements: civil penalties. 

Introduced: 2/22/2019 

Last Amend: 5/24/2019 

Status: 8/30/2019-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(12). (Last location was APPR. 
SUSPENSE FILE on 8/12/2019)(May be acted upon Jan 2020) 

Location: 8/30/2019-S. 2 YEAR 

Summary: Current law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the Department of 
Water Resources, which is under the control of the Director of Water Resources. 
Current law requires specified plans and reports relating to water management to be 
provided to the department. This bill would require the department to impose a civil 
penalty on an entity that fails to file with the department a specified report or plan by the 
deadline required for that particular report or plan, as provided. The bill would authorize 
the department to reduce or waive the civil penalty under certain circumstances.  
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SB 45 (Allen - D)   Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020. 

Introduced: 12/3/2018 

Last Amend: 9/10/2019 

Status: 9/10/2019-Senate Rule 29.3(b) suspended. (Ayes 29. Noes 8.) From committee 
with author's amendments. Read second time and amended. Re-referred to Com. on 
APPR.  

Location: 4/25/2019-S. APPR. 

Summary: Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought 
Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if approved by the voters, 
would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $4,189,000,000 pursuant to the 
State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for a wildfire prevention, safe 
drinking water, drought preparation, and flood protection program. 

SB 204 (Dodd - D)   State Water Project: contracts. 

Introduced: 2/4/2019 

Last Amend: 5/17/2019 

Status: 7/10/2019-Failed Deadline pursuant to Rule 61(a)(10). (Last location was W.,P. 
& W. on 6/6/2019)(May be acted upon Jan 2020) 

Location: 7/10/2019-A. 2 YEAR 

Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to provide at least 10 
days’ notice to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and relevant policy and fiscal 
committees of the Legislature before holding public sessions to negotiate any potential 
amendment of a long-term water supply contract that is of project-wide significance with 
substantially similar terms intended to be offered to all contractors. The bill would 
require the department, before the execution of a specified proposed amendment to a 
long-term water supply contract and at least 60 days before final approval of such an 
amendment, to submit to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and relevant policy 
and fiscal committees of the Legislature certain information regarding the terms and 
conditions of a proposed amendment of a long-term water supply contract and to submit 
a copy of the long-term contract as it is proposed to be amended. 


